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Meeting called to order by President Pro Temp. Steve Sekanina.  

 

Motion by Councilperson Febel to accept the resignation of Mayor Jim 

Chiacchiero effective October 27, 2025 

2nd 

Roll:  All yea, motion carried 

 

Swearing in of Mayor: 

April Grabman swearing in of Mayor. 

Steven Michael Sekanina 

 

Motion by Councilperson Roderick to appoint Councilperson Katy Dreier as 

President pro- temp for the year 2025 

2nd 

Roll:  All yea, motion carried 

 

Pledge of Allegiance: 

 

Moment of Silence:  

 

Opening Prayer:    Rev Jeremy Roseberry Jefferson United Methodist Church 

 

Roll call of Council    Dreier, Febel, Martuccio, Roderick, Orvos- Absent 

 

Corrections or Additions to the Agenda: 

 

Under Safety 

Councilperson Martuccio asked to add an Executive Session (Fire Dept staffing) 

with possible action  

 

 

 

Minutes: Approval/Addition/Correction 
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Motion by Councilperson Febel to approve the Special Council Meeting Minutes  

of October 17, 2025.  

2nd 

Roll:  All yea, motion carried 

 

Motion by Councilperson Febel to approve the Council Meeting Minutes of 

October 20, 2025.  

2nd 

Roll:  All yea, motion carried 

 

Motion by Councilperson Febel to accept the Safety Meeting Minutes of October  

23, 2025. 

2nd 

Roll:  All yea, motion carried 

 

Visitor’s Comments (five-minute limit per council rule #13 

 

Also present:  

Brian Diehl, Ken Fertig, Maria Abbott, Michele Szewczyk, Kelly Butcher, Dale 

Haney, Pierino Scrocca, Nick Bolden, Kay Ann Barnender, Rick Hoysen, Pat 

Bradek, John Perrotti, Judy Maloney, John Szewczyk, Judge Specht, Will 

Anderson, Heather Rice, Sophia Korelec, Carrie Brown, Mikenzie Brown, Carol 

MAylish, Marie Kunar, Jen Skinner, Connie Rice, Ralph Rice, Stefanie Wessell, 

Adam Lee, Brooke McCroskey, Emma McCroskey, Frank Stone, Robert Gregg, 

Dave Locy, Kelly Farina, Jacob Peer, Dave Farina, Nathanial Miller, Rev Jeremy 

Roseberry, April Grabman, Morghan Pacheco and Heidi Sekanina.  

 

 DEPARTMENTS 

 

Administrator Mackensen 
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Clerk /Treasurer Fisher  
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Payroll Report/Special Pay Report 

 

Chief Mackensen 

 

FYI: October Police Department Reports 

 

Chief Lachey 

 

FYI: October Fire Department Reports     

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

 

Building and Lands 

 

Committee Report: No Report 

 

 

Forestry  

 

Committee Report: No Report 

 

 

Finance 

 

Committee Report: No report 

 

Ordinance/Resolution to Read: 

 

 

 

Reading of Resolution No. 25-R- 3399 

An Ordinance for the Appropriations for current expenses and other expenditures  

of the Village of Jefferson, Ohio during fiscal year ending December 31, 2026. 
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Motion by Councilperson Dreier for the Second Reading of Resolution   

No. 25-R- 3399 

2nd 

Roll:  All yea, motion carried 

 

Ordinance/Resolution to Read: 

 

Reading of Resolution No. 25-R- 3400 

A Resolution authorizing the Village Administrator to prepare and submit an 

application to participate in the Ohio Public Works Commission State Capital 

Improvement and/or Local Transportation Improvement Program(s), and to 

execute contracts as required, and declaring an emergency 

 

Motion by Councilperson Dreier for the First Reading of Resolution   

No. 25-R- 3400 

2nd 

Roll:  All yea, motion carried 

 

Motion by Councilperson Dreier to Suspend Council Rules on Resolution 

No. 25-R- 3400 

2nd 

Roll:  All yea, motion carried 

 

Motion by Councilperson Dreier to Adopt Resolution No. 25-R- 3400 

2nd 

Roll:  All yea, motion carried 

 

 

 

Ordinance/Resolution to Read: 

 

Reading of Resolution No. 25-R- 3401 

A Resolution authorizing the Village Administrator to prepare and submit an 

application to participate in the Land and Water Conservation Fund, and to execute 

contracts as required, and declaring an emergency. 
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Motion by Councilperson Dreier for the First Reading of Resolution   

No. 25-R- 3401 

2nd 

Roll:  All yea, motion carried 

 

Motion by Councilperson Dreier to Suspend Council Rules on Resolution 

No. 25-R- 3401 

2nd 

Roll:  All yea, motion carried 

 

Motion by Councilperson Dreier to Adopt Resolution No. 25-R- 3401 

2nd 

Roll:  All yea, motion carried 

 

Ordinance/Resolution to Read: 

 

Reading of Resolution No. 25-R- 3402 

A Resolution authorizing the Village Administrator to prepare and submit an 

application to participate in the Ohio Public Works Commission State Capital 

Improvement and/or Local Transportation improvement program(s), and to execute 

contracts as required, and declaring an emergency. 

 

Motion by Councilperson Dreier for the First Reading of Resolution   

No. 25-R- 3402 

2nd 

Roll:  All yea, motion carried 

 

Motion by Councilperson Dreier to Suspend Council Rules on Resolution 

No. 25-R- 3402 

2nd 

Roll:  All yea, motion carried 

 

Motion by Councilperson Dreier to Adopt Resolution No. 25-R- 3402 

2nd 
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Roll:  All yea, motion carried 

 

Recreation 

 

Committee Report: No Report 

 

Safety 

 

Committee Report: No Report 

 

FYI: Fire Department Letter 

 

Councilperson Martuccio read to everyone. 

I want to apologize to the Jefferson Fire Department and to the public for how this 

situation has been handled. We’re here to fix it together. 

Thank you to the captains and all personnel who spoke up, and to all village 

staff who have kept things moving—Clerk-Treasurer Patty Fisher and Chief Chris 

Mackensen in particular. 

Our goal tonight is simple: restore full crews on the rigs, restore calm in our 

village, and bring back transparency, accountability, and trust—for residents of the 

Village of Jefferson, Jefferson Township, Lenox Township, and all surrounding 

communities we serve. 

The fire department is a family. No one should be pushed out; our job is to keep 

this family together and land on the best plan forward. 

I appreciate Mayor Sekanina’s efforts to increase transparency, and I want to 

recognize Chiefs Dave Locy and Bob Gregg for their years of service to Jefferson 

and to the JFD family. Fire and Rescue are sister teams—with Police, they show 

up together. Tonight, we get back to working as one. 

 

Thank you, 

Pasquale Martuccio 

Councilman, Village of Jefferson 

 

Motion by Councilperson Martuccio to go into executive session at 7:57 p.m. 

under R.C. 121.22(G)(1) to consider the appointment, employment, dismissal, 
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discipline, demotion, or compensation of a public employee or official, specifically 

regarding Jefferson Fire Department staffing and appointments. Possible action to 

follow upon return to open session. 

2nd 

Roll:  All yea, motion carried 

 

Motion by Councilperson Martuccio to exit regular session and go into executive 

session at 7:58 p.m. 

2nd 

Roll:  All yea, motion carried 

 

Councilperson Martuccio asked the Fire Chief and Assistant Fire Chief to go to 

attend the Executive session. 

 

Motion by Councilperson Febel to go out of executive session at 10:23 p.m.  

2nd 

Roll:  All yea, motion carried 

 

Motion by Councilperson Martuccio to go back into regular session at 10:24 p.m.  

2nd 

Roll:  All yea, motion carried 

 

Mayor Sekanina told everyone we were in executive session, and I can't really 

speak to what was said in there, however we can say that we did have a very 

productive meeting, and we think we have a great path forward in the coming 

weeks.  

 

 

Utilities/Wastewater Treatment/ Service 

 

Committee Report: No Report 

 

Mayor Sekanina 

 

Mayor Sekanina read a memo to everyone. 
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November 3, 2025 

To all members of council, village, and residents, 

 

Tonight, as I officially transition into the mayoral position, I want to address 

several items. First regarding the role of my preparedness in taking on this 

endeavor. As many already know I have served on Village Council for the past 

four years as the finance committee chair, member of the building and lands 

committee, the design review board, and the planning commission to the name a 

few. I’ve been selected by council to serve as President Pro Tempore for the past 

two years serving as acting Mayor during times of the mayor’s absence. I’ve also 

been a board member of the Jefferson Emergency Rescue District since 2022. In 

summary, assuming the mayor’s role while unexpected is something I feel well 

prepared for, and I consider it an honor and privilege.  

I want to thank the former Mayor and Administrator for their service to our 

community, and I wish them well in their future endeavors. 

Over the last month a lot has happened in our community particularly as it pertains 

to our fire department employees. Many citizens have wanted to understand how 

all of this began, what really happened and why it happened. I will always answer 

questions to the best of my ability. If I don’t have the answer, I will tell you and I 

will do what I can to find the answer. 

Our firefighters regardless of whether they left and were reinstated or remained on 

the department the entire time care deeply about the community. Over the last few 

weeks, I have witnessed frustration, sadness, and everything in between. Words 

have been exchanged, tears have been shed, and I’ve even watched some of our 

department employees embracing. It’s all because they care so much about serving 

this community and that’s what really matters. 

I thank all our first responders. Our firefighters, rescue employees, and our police 

officers. I have deep respect for all of them and the families who are part of the 

first responder community. They all make sacrifices including knowing that their 

loved ones intentionally put themselves in harm’s way to protect others including 

people who they don’t even know. 

Moving forward we all need to work together. We will of course sometimes have 

disagreements but there are no sides. We are one and we must practice that in 

everything we do. 
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Lastly, I want to share this. Jean Francois Cope, a former French Mayor said: 

 “I invite everyone to choose forgiveness rather than division, teamwork over 

personal ambition.”  

 

Thank you 

 

Steven Micheal Sekanina 

Mayor, Jefferson Village, Ohio 

 

OLD BUSINESS/NEW BUSINESS 

 

Motion Councilperson Febel to authorize the Village of Jefferson to go into a  

Severance Agreement with the Administrator Steven S. Murphy. 

2nd 

Roll:  All yea, motion carried 

 

 

 

 

Motion by Councilperson Martuccio to authorize the Village of Jefferson to go into 

a parking lot lease agreement with the parking lots located at 12 East Jefferson 

Street, 22, 26, 34, 38, and 42 South Chestnut Street, Jefferson Ohio 44047 for 25  

years beginning May 1, 2025, through April 30, 2049, for $1.00 dollar a year. 

2nd 

Roll:  All yea, motion carried 

 

FYI: Ohio Environmental Protection Agency EPA violation. 

 

FYI: Councilperson Martuccio’s letter sent to Council regarding the Recording of  

Committee Meetings. 

 

FYI: Material’s Passed out at the October 20, 2025, Council Meeting in the 

Commissioner’s Room. 

 

FYI: Discuss the process to fill the empty Council seat of Steve Sekanina. 
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Mayor Sekanina told everyone that Council has thirty days to pick a successor for 

the Council seat that opened, since he became Mayor. The Council seat will 

finish out this term that ends December 31, 2025, and then Council   

must appoint a person to the new term that starts January 1, 2026. 

 

Councilperson Dreier told everyone they will be advertising for two weeks then  

set up a meeting to do the interviews.  

 

FYI Discuss timeline for the Village Administrator position. 

Mayor Sekanina told everyone that they are going to extend the Administrators  

position for another two weeks.  

 

The next Village of Jefferson Council Meeting will be on Monday November 17, 

2025. 

 

 

Visitor’s Comments (five-minute limit per council rule #13) 

 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

None 

 

 

MEETINGS 

 

None 

  

 

ADJOURN 

 

Motion by Councilperson Martuccio to adjourn the Council Meeting. 

2nd 

Roll:  All yea, motion carried. 
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Meeting adjourned at 10:31 p.m. 

 

Submitted by, 

 

Patricia A Fisher, Clerk of Council 


